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been collector of the port of Baton Rouge and judge of the Second 
District Court of the Port of Orleans. The family had divided sympathies. 
Some representatives were in the Federal Army and some in the Southern. 
Judge Morgan's eldest son, who was also a judge, was a Union sym- 
pathizer, and his eldest daughter married a Federal major. And the nar- 
rative seems to show that Mrs. Dawson was herself divided in her own 
feelings. She wanted the South to beat the North, but she wanted the 
Union to be preserved — two things not exactly reconcileable. She thought 
some of the Federal soldiers capital fellows and makes some comparisons, 
which are disadvantageous to the Southerners. In all this she was wholly 
unlike the vast majority of the Southern ladies who saw only good in the 
Southern soldiers and only bad in the Northern. Her comments and 
opinions, therefore, are not always truly "Confederate." In the present 
war in Europe, when fair France is torn by th guns of the Germans, it 
would doubtless be hard to find a French girl who would compliment an 
enemy. 

Religions Development of the Negro. By Joseph B. Earnest, Jr., M. A., 
Norfolk, Virginia. The Michi'e Company, Printers, Charlottesville, 
Va. 1914. 

In compiling this work Mr. Earnest has been very true to his name. 
The careful industrious study which he has given to it has borne fruit in 
what is undoubtedly one of the best treatises on the negro which has been 
published. It is a fact that in spite of all that has been said against 
slavery, no other thing has worked more for the good of the world. It 
was the chief stimulus to the voyage of Sir John Hawkins, who was the 
first to open up America to English institutions ; and the fact that there 
exist in America 10,000,000 civilized negro Christians is entirely due to 
its existence. This only shows, of course, that God has His way often of 
bringing good results out of evil conditions. The slaves imported to 
America were already in cruel bondage in Africa, and thus the change 
did not make their condition worse, but bettered it. Mr. Earnest begins 
with the introduction of slavery into Virginia in 1619, and by an appeal 
to the record refutes the statement of the negro historian Williams, that 
"in a moral and religious sense the slaves of the colony of Virginia re- 
ceived little or no attention from the Christian church." The religious 
conversion of the negroes was on the contrary the object of very early 
attention, and among the baptisms at Jamestown as early as 1624 was one 
of a negro. Baptisms grew increasingly frequent, and church attendance 
by negroes on the ministrations on the Episcopal Church, about the time 
of the French and Indian war, was general. 

Mr. Earnest calls attention to the fact that the African church in this 
place (Williamsburg) established before 1791, was the first negro church in 
Virginia, if not in the United States. This is most interesting, and it is a 
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pity that more of the history of its unique establishment has not been 
handed down to us. The church had a membership almost entirely, if 
not altogether, of negroes. Moses, a negro, and afterwards a man called 
Gowan Pamphlet preached among them. 

After faithfully tracing the development of the negro through the 
seventeenth, eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Mr. Earnest is of 
opinion that while "many modern negroes have proved themselves un- 
worthy to be recipients of so many Christian labors, many more have 
shown by their deeds that not one iota of the Christian labors expended 
on them has been misplaced." This, I believe, is a view in which most 
unbiased Southern men agree. 

Sketches of a Tour to the Western Country, Through the States of Ohio 
and Kentucky, etc. By Fortescue Cumming, with Notes, Intro- 
ductions, Index, etc., by Reuben Gold Thwaites. Cleveland, Ohior 
The Arthur Clarke Company. 1914. 

This work, though a separate publication, constitutes Vol. IV. in 
the series of "Early Western Travels." It is a reprint and the contents 
are most interesting. Cumming was what one may call a good traveller — 
he was uniformly good natured and his remarks are free from any tinge 
of cynicism or superiority. In this respect he differs from the majority 
of English travellers in his day, who, because they did not find all the 
civilization of ancient Europe in America, dwelt very much upon Ameri- 
can imperfections and often exaggerated them. Cumming, on the con- 
trary, tells of elegant, beautiful homes and fine fields of corn and grain 
met with in his travels. He has many good things to say of the people 
in the Mississippi River region. The journeys narrated were taken dur- 
ing two successive years. The first in January, 1807, was a pedestrian 
tour from Philadelphia to Pittsburg. The second from May to September 
consisted of a river trip from Maysville down the Ohio and Mississippi 
to Bayon Pierre, and a horse-back ride through the settlements of Mis- 
sissippi Territory lying along the Mississippi and some distance inland, 
on its tributaries. It is essentially a virile life to which Cumming intro- 
duces us — confident and boisterous, the civilized tinged with the primitive- 
ness of the wild. Indian fighters had become rare, and the mighty 
struggle with the wilderness had passed, but there was a survival of the 
ancient conditions in the crudeness of the social life which he represents. 
Heated politics, heavy drinking, and boisterous amusements are char- 
acteristic of this Western Country. And yet side by side with them, 
we have the hospitality, cultivation and charm of the upper classes. 

The work is copiously annotated by Dr. Thwaites. It is very care- 
fully and beautifully printed. 



